CHAPTER XLIII
NAVIGATOR  SIMON'S  LOG
One of the most interesting narratives of the voyage of the America is the one given in the log kept by F. Murray Simon, the fine young British steamship officer who shared with me the work of steering the airship, keeping the dead reckoning and making astronomical observations. Mr. Simon made his entries hour by hour as we went along, and records his experiences and observations in frank and hearty sailor fashion. I give Mr. Simon's log in full:
SATURDAY, Oct. 5, 8:05 A. M.
The airship America is launched at last! It was with joyful hearts that we saw the people on land, policemen and firemen, and citizens, let go the ropes which had held us. We are thankful to get away after the last couple of weeks of deferred hope, and we are all eager for our new experiences in the air.
Wellman, Vaniman, and First Assistant Engineer Loud had been flying before at Spitz-bergen. They had been studying airships for
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